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AACA + Madlyn L. Hanes Library = Success!



In the beginning…

• Heidi Abbey Moyer, M.A., M.L.S.                         
Archivist and Humanities Reference Librarian    
Penn State Harrisburg                    

• Amoi Goldman, H.P. cert.                                                          
Librarian and Outreach Coordinator                                             
AACA Library & Research Center 

• Amoi was introduced to Heidi in 2019 through a 
Penn State Librarian she met at a conference 



Archives Tour
• Archives and Special Collections 

tour included the Alice Marshall 
Women’s History Collection 

• Exhibition about the history of 
women and baseball

• AACA Library & Research Center 
invited Heidi and her staff to visit

• As a group we discussed the 
possibility of a collaboration         



The Team

• Heidi Abbey Moyer, Librarian & Archivist, Penn State
• Amoi Goldman, Librarian, AACA
• Matt Hocker, Librarian, AACA
• David Wyche, Archives Assistant, Penn State
• Liz McIlhenney, Archives Assistant, Penn State                            
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Collaboration

• We met 12 times for meetings, 
workdays, installation, opening, 
and de-installation.

• May 22, 2023 – 1st meeting
• November 13, 2023 – 2nd meeting
• January 13, 2025 - De-installation



The Process
• Brainstorming sessions with Heidi at the BOARD
• Conceptualized a title
• Identified audience and objectives
• Selected and narrowed stories to tell within a limited 

display space
• Discovered crossover between collections



Searching, Finding, Evaluating
• Working together in Special Collections Reading Room
• Populating and organizing the BINDER



Diagram of 
exhibition space



Antique Automobile Magazine Article 
March/April 2024
“Women Paving the Way” by Amoi Goldman and Matt Hocker



Installation
• Arranged and rearranged
• Made surrogates of original items 

that were too large or too delicate
• Protected originals with polyester 

sleeves
• Placed numbers in cabinets. Had to 

make additional numbers
• Kept a record of AACA collection 

items on loan
• Late night with signal horn 

demonstration by Matt



Installation 
Challenges

• Positioning items in tight awkward spaces
• Lock issues with display cabinets
• Conflicting events during set up



Designed Guides

• Heidi guided the process
• Researched information for content
• Used Canva program
• Sought permission for photograph



The Opening Day – March 26, 2024
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Penn State Library 
Discovery Hour

• May 16, 2024
• Madlyn L. Hanes Library 
• 2023 Library of the Year by the 

Pennsylvania Library Association



Visitor Statistics
• Visitor book - 18 signatures and 9 comments 
• Hundreds of students, faculty, staff, alumni and 

other library visitors viewed the exhibition
• Madlyn L. Hanes Library door counts are usually            

at least 500,000 per year

“This is awesome!    
I’ve never thought 
about the history of 
women drivers so in 
depth.”



Your virtual 
tour is right 
around the 

corner…



Driving, 
Designing, 
and Defying
Women Paving 
the Way in 
Automotive 
History Exhibition opened March 2024 to coincide with 

Women’s History Month



The Ascent
1880-1900



The Path to 
Suffrage
1900-1920



The Path to Suffrage
1900-1920
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Highlights
The Path to Suffrage

• Linen dress and duster c. 1910-1920 was loaned by 
AACA member Tracy Lesher

• Belonged to her mother, Janet Ricketts, the first 
woman AACA Board President in 1999

• Heidi and Archives Assistant, Payton Becker, M. Sc.,  
provided archival housing and textile condition 
reports as a thank you



Democratizing Travel
1920-1940



Highlights
Democratizing Travel



Women 
on the 
Home Front
1940-1960



Highlights
Women on the Home Front



Women 
Expressing 
Independence

1960-1980



Highlights
Women Expressing Independence



Women as Influencers
1980-2000



Highlights
Women as 
Influencers
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Driving, 
Designing, 
Defying
Display Cabinets



Driving



Designing
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Defying



Highlights
Defying



Dismantling the Exhibition



What we 
learned

• The exhibition process from start to finish
• How to design a purposeful display, including 

narrowing items for display
• Newfound appreciation for the level planning 

and time that goes into an exhibition
• Working on a project with another institution 

can be mutually beneficial.
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Thank you for attending!

Amoi Goldman agoldman@aaca.org
Matt Hocker mhocker@aaca.org
Jim Kapoun jkapoun@aaca.org
Jen Wolfe jwolfe@aaca.org

717-534-2082
aacalibrary.org
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